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oellors have ever done, the confidence and the admira-
tion of the commercial community. So long as Palmer-
ston and Russell remained militant here on earth, his
style and stride were cramped. But the death of Pal-
mer ston in 1865, and the retirement of Russell in 1868,
left him undisputed chief of his party.
And Gladstone's party by this time was definitely
the Liberal party. After the severance of the Peelites
from the main body of Conservatives in 1846, he had
for some ten years hovered uncertainly between the
Tories and the Whigs. It would not have taken much
in 1855 to induce him to join Stanley's projected
Ministry. By 1858, however, the gulf between himself
and Disraeli was too wide to be easily bridged. From
that time onward their ways diverged until they were
as far apart as the poles.
In December, 1868, Gladstone easily got together a
Cabinet that included every shade of Liberal opinion,
from the dark gamboge of Robert Lowe to the light
canary of John Bright. He held his diverse colleagues
together with a firm and masterful hand that recalled
the autocracy of Peel. His interest was in domestic
politics, and he carried a number of measures of high
and permanent importance. In particular, he disestab-
lished the Irish Church in 1869; passed a great Ele-
mentary Education Act in 1870; abolished religious tests
at the universities in 1871; introduced the ballot into
elections in 1872; and completely remodelled the Law
Courts by the Judicature Act of 1873.
But, successful as the Gladstone Ministry was—
according to its own standards—at home, abroad it
conspicuously failed. It did not conserve the interests
of Britain; it did not maintain the national prestige.
Bismarck treated Gladstone—whom he used to call by
the disparaging title of *' professor "—with supreme
contempt, and the power of Britain seemed to have
vanished and to be negligible as the Franco-Prussian
War ran its course (1870-71). The influence of Britain

